Instructions for Direct Bluetooth GPX File Transfer Between
Compatible Garmin zumo Units
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Steps:

1. Prepare Both Zumo Devices:

e Ensure both the source Zumo XT (sending device) and the destination Zumo
(e.g., another Zumo XT or compatible model like Zumo 590) have Bluetooth
enabled:

¢ On each device, go to Settings > Wireless Networks > Bluetooth and
ensure Bluetooth is turned on.

e Power on both devices and place them within Bluetooth range (typically up to 10
meters, but closer proximity improves reliability).

2. Open Share Route app on both the source and destination Zumo XTs:
e On the source Zumo XT, navigate to Apps > Share Route.

e Select Bluetooth from the three options (Garmin Drive, Bluetooth, Memory Card)
on each device. The Bluetooth option description confirms: “Shares items
between Zumo XT devices using Bluetooth.”

e A Share screen appears on each device, listing all routes currently imported on
the device (stored in Internal Storage\GPX or on an SD card).

e Select the desired route(s) on the source device by checking the box next to
each route. You can select individual or multiple routes or all routes.

e Tap Done. The Zumo XT displays “Preparing data” while it processes the
selected GPX files.

3. Search for Nearby Devices:

e The source Zumo XT scans for nearby Bluetooth devices. Compatible Zumo
devices will appear with names like “zumo #<serial_number>" (e.g., “zumo
#3921632017”).

e Select the destination Zumo from the list and tap OK.

4. Accept the Transfer on the destination Zumo:
¢ On the destination Zumo (e.g., Zumo XT or Zumo 590), which is already in
Bluetooth Share Route mode (It must be in this mode to receive the transfer) DO
NOT select a specific file on the destination device,

e As soon as the destination Zumo displays a passkey, press the OK button to
accept the incoming transfer.
5. Complete the Transfer:
e The source Zumo XT sends the selected GPX files to the destination Zumo via
Bluetooth.

e Upon successful transfer, the destination Zumo may prompt you to convert the
received file into a trip or save it as a track.
e Check the transferred routes on the destination Zumo under Apps > Trip Planner
> Saved Trips or Apps > Tracks.
6. Verify the Routes:



¢ On the destination Zumo, open the imported route(s) or track(s) to ensure they
display correctly.

¢ If the route recalculates or deviates, ensure both devices use the same map
version (update via Garmin Express if needed) and have matching routing
settings (e.g., Motorcycle mode, Avoid Highways).

e Check that the GPX file format (preferably GPX 1.1) includes sufficient
via/shaping points to prevent recalculation.

Notes:

e File Storage: Transferred GPX files are stored in the destination Zumo’s Internal
Storage\GPX folder, usually with a generic filename like
shared_from_phone_<date>_<time>.gpx (despite not coming from a phone). You can
rename files later via USB if needed.

e GPX Format: GPX 1.1 is recommended for Zumo XT compatibility, as it preserves via
and shaping points. (All MSTA event routes and Basecamp created routes are GPX
1.1) GPX 1.0 may only include start/end points, behaving like a track, while GPX 1.2
may omit some shaping points.

e Waypoint Limits: The Zumo XT has a limit of ~150 route shaping points per route and
only 29 waypoints. Routes with more points may truncate or be split into muliple
segments.

e Firmware: Ensure both devices have updated firmware (e.g., Zumo XT firmware 6.50
or later) for reliable Bluetooth functionality.

Compatible Zumo Models for Direct Bluetooth Sharing
Direct Bluetooth route sharing is supported between Zumo models with Bluetooth and the
Share Route > Bluetooth feature. The following models are likely compatible:

e Garmin Zumo XT
e Garmin Zumo XT2

e Garmin Zumo 590/595

e Garmin Zumo 396 LMT-S: May support Bluetooth sharing, but some users report
inconsistent success (e.g., failed transfers to a Zumo 396). Compatibility is less reliable
than with XT or 590/595.

e BMW Navigator V/VI (rebranded Zumo models): Limited success reported. Some users
have achieved transfers between Navigator V/VI units, but attempts with Zumo XT
often fail due to Bluetooth protocol differences.

e Older Models (e.g., Zumo 550, 660): Unlikely to support direct Bluetooth sharing, as
they lack the necessary firmware or Bluetooth capabilities for this feature.

Troubleshooting

e Transfer Fails: If the transfer fails (e.g., passkey appears but transfer hangs), try the
following:

e Restart both Zumo devices and reattempt the transfer. A hard reset may resolve
issues, as noted in one case with a Zumo XT and 396.

e Ensure no other Bluetooth devices (e.g., phones, headsets) are connected, as



they may interfere with bandwidth.

o \erify both devices are in Share Route > Bluetooth mode and within close
range.

e Route Not Visible: If the transferred route doesn’t appear, check Apps > Trip Planner >
Saved Trips or Apps > Tracks on the destination Zumo. Restart the device if needed.

¢ Route Recalculation: Mismatched map versions or routing settings (e.g., Fastest Time
vs. Curvy Roads) can cause routes to deviate. Update maps via Garmin Express and
align settings.

e Passkey Issues: Ensure the passkey is promptly accepted on the destination Zumo, as
delays may cause the connection to time out.

e File Corruption: If the GPX file is corrupted, recreate it using a tool like MyRouteApp or
BaseCamp, ensuring GPX 1.1 format.

Additional Considerations

e Alternative Methods: If Bluetooth transfer fails, fall back to the SD card method
(copying GPX files to Garmin\GPX folder on an SD card) or USB transfer via a
computer. These are reliable but less convenient.

e User Reports: Some users report intermittent Bluetooth sharing issues between Zumo
models (e.g., XT to 396 or Navigator V/VI), often due to firmware differences or
Bluetooth protocol limitations.

e Garmin Support: If issues persist, contact Garmin Support, as they may provide
firmware updates or specific guidance. However, user forums note that Garmin’s
responses can be inconsistent for Bluetooth sharing issues.

Recommendation

Direct Bluetooth transfer is the fastest and most convenient method for sharing GPX files

directly between two Zumo XT units or between a Zumo XT and a Zumo 590/595. Ensure
both devices are updated, in close proximity, and in Share Route > Bluetooth mode. If you
encounter issues or need to transfer to other Zumo models(e.g., 396, Navigator V/VI), test
compatibility first, as results vary.



